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All Work Warranted to be done in the Best Manner. 


* Remember 85 Merchants’ Exchange, over Perry’s Drug Store, Corner of Elm and Manchester Sts, 


Wn. H. FISK, 





H. A. GAGE. 


FISK & STEARNS, 





POOUSHES, OOSTLLERS, STATIONERS, SOanEs 


J,TOB PRINTERS, 


No. 4 METHODIST CHURCH BLOCK, 
MANCHESTER, N. H. 
DEALERS IN 
SCHOOL, CLASSICAL, THEOLOGICAL, MEDICAL, 
AND MISCELLANEOUS BOOKS. 
Staple and Fancy Stationery, Paper Hangings, 
FANCY GOODS, FANCY BOXES, ETC. 
All Goods at Wholesale or Retail at the LOWEST PRICES. 


WM. Hi. FISK, CHAS. H. STEARNS, 
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SELECTMEN’S REPORT. 


The amount of funds chargeable to the Treasurer for the year ending 


February 27, 1858, is $10194 52 
To balance in Treasury, Feb. 28, 1857, $878 69 
Principal of Surplus Revenue, 3348 00 | 
Principal of Literary Fund, 808 54 
List of State, County, Town and School Tax 
for 1857, 2228 56 
Non-Resident List of do., 348 88 
é ee ‘i Highway Tax, 208 68 
Resident List of “ “i 1341 92 
Cash received from State Literary Fund, 165 00 
cs sé ss Railroad Tax, 138 55 


‘6 6 ‘© County for supp’t of Paupers, 481 06 
6 6 ‘¢ Interest on Surplus Reyv., 200 41 
« 6 for ‘ Literary Fund, 46 23 





$10194 52 
The amount of Expenditures for the year ending 








February 27, 1858, is $4782 46 
By Paid Outstanding Orders of 1856-7, 617 28 
Schools, 1306 00 
Teachers’ Institute, 20 12 
State and County Tax, 939 68 
Highways and Bridges, 52 16 
Non-Resident Highway Tax in Labor, 120 27 
Resident Highway Tax in Labor, 936 15 
Abatement on Tax Lists, } 50 45 
Militia, éY }- 3 00 
Town Officers, 317 41 
Town Line. 19 74 
Town House, 45 37 
Interest on Bills Payable, 133 33 
Miscellaneous Expenses, 62 25 
Poor, 1262 86 
5886 07 
Outstanding Orders of 1857-8, 1103 61 

4782 46 
Principal of surplus revenue, 3348 00 
6 ‘¢ Literary Fund, 808 54 
Balance of Account, 849 75 
d, “¢s Highway Tax, 405.77 

— 5412 06 





SlN194 59 


3 
APPROPRIATIONS AND EXPENDITURES. 














SCHOOLS. 
Paid School District No. 1, $179 63 
do. do. 2, 173 76 
do do. 3, 84 91 
do do, 4, 115 31 
do do. 5, 125 94 
do do. 6, 64 16 
do do. (ft 172 65 
do. do. at 174 67 
do. do. 9, 112 02 
do. do. 10, 23 43 
do. do. Lh 79 52 
—— 1306 00 
Rockingham Oo. Teachers’ Institute, $20 12 
STATE AND COUNTY TAX. 
State Tax, $352 10 
County Tax, 587 58 
<: $938 68 
HIGHWAYS AND BRIDGES. 
George W. Boyce, for plank and labor on Fur- 
ber bridge, 22, 28 
John Marsh, for bridge plank, 2 50 
D. D. Ht. Burns, plank for Goss bridge, 6,14 
F, T. Bailey, repairs on Goss bridge, 5 25 
Platts & Co., plank for Page bridge, 6 40 
F. PD. Anderson, for Bridge Plank, 1 80 
D. W. Heath, Repairs on Highway, 1 50 
J. Parmenter for Plank, ; 5.29 
$52 16 
NON-RESIDENT HIGHWAY TAX IN LABOR. 
Paid Highway Receipts for 1856, 46 00 
mi BS 1857, LE 26 
120 27 
HIGHWAY. 
Paid Resident Highway Tax for 1857, 936 15 
- ABATEMENTS. 
Paid on Tax List for 1856, 25 37 
a Aad best fe 25 08 
50 45 
MILITIA. 
Paid Ssmuel Gilcreast, enrolling Militia, 100 
Charles D. Greeley, ‘ i T 00 
Thomas B. Platts, “ 6 100 


3 00 


4 


TOWN OFFICERS. 


Paid Calvin Boyd, Moderator, 
Washington Perkins, Heléotman, 
John Dissmore, 


Jonathan Savory, ‘< 
David R. Leach, 6 
Matthew Holmes, bs 


Benjamin F. Whorf,  “ 
Jonathan McAllister, Town Clerk, 
Robert C. Mack, Town Treasurer, 
M. Henry Holmes, Collector, 
Matthew Holmes, Select Clerk, - 
John Dickey, School Committee, 
Robert C. Mack, “ 6s 
John W. Greeley, ‘* g) 
Auditors, 


TOWN LINE. 


Paid David R. Leach, Hudson Line, 
Matthew Holmes, ‘ e 
Benjamin F. Whorf, ‘* 6 
John A. Holmes, Surveying do., 

oO 6c 66 1856, 


TOWN HOUSE. 
Paid Richard Fellows, Painting, 


John Campbell, ‘f 
James M. Usher, Paints, 
INTEREST. 


Paid Interest on Charles Adams’ Order, 
Treasurer Interest on Town Notes, 
““ ‘snot received 1856 on note, 
Francis D. Anderson, Interest on Parish note, 
Charles Adams Interest on Order, 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


Paid Fisk & Gage, Printing Town Reports 1857, 
N. Gordon, Insurance, 


4 00 
6 00 
275 
3 54 
49 70 
59 18 
52 29 
15 00 
15 00 
50 00 
10 00 
19 00 
16 09 
12 00 
2 95 





mm bo OOO Ot 
So-t-3-7 
an Sn) | 





16 50 
19 87 
9 00 





12 50 


97 18> 


12 00 
8 40 
3 25 





20 50 
270 


M. Holmes expense to Concord to pay bill at 
Asylum, collect R. R. Tax and pay State Tax, 2 00 


L. Welch, cutting bushes in Hill Grave Yard, 
M. Holmes, collecting County Pauper Money, 
For Recording Marriages, 

For Counsel from J. Porter and W. C. Clark, 
For taking Affidavits of Paupers, 

M. Ho'mes, Collector’s Book and Stationery, 
J. Savory, Wood for Town House 1857, 


4 00 
6 48 

48 
3 00 
1 34 
1 25 
170 


317 41 


19 74 


45 37 


133 33 


5 


B. F. Whorf, Wood for Town House 1858, 

For Repairing Town House, 

S. N. Bell for counsel, 

For Grafting on Town Farm, 

John Shipley, care of Hearse and Hearse House, 
Repairmg Grave Yard Gate and repairing 
Town House, 


Paid Outstanding Orders drawn 1856-7, 
DAVID R. LEACH 


MATTHEW HOLMES, 
BENJ. F. WHORE, 





3 00 
218 
3 00 
8 00 
2 92 
Os 25 
617 28 
Selectmen. 


REPORT OF THE OVERSEER OF THE POOR. 


TOWN FARM AND PAUPERS. 
Paid Salary of Superintendent, - $300 00 


William Anderson for Potatoes, 

Warren Richardson, supplies, 

William J. Campbell, Medical attendance, 
Platts & Co., for supplies, 

Aaron P. Hardy, balance of accts., 

W. Richardson, supplies, 

W. J. Campbell, Medical attendance, 

W. Colby for supplies, 

J. M. Usher for supplies, 


TOWN PAUPERS NOT AT ALMSHOUSE 


Paid Town of Loudon for L. Hogg, 

City of Nashua, for W. W. Colby, 

City of Manchester for N. Conant, 

Insane Asylum, for Mary Parker, 

Mary J. Goodwin for Amos Goodwin, 

Town of Lebanon for Parker Greeley family, 

City of Nashua for Mrs. W. W. Colby, 

Town of Peterborough for Hadley family, 

D. Corning for D. and Anna Corning, 

City of Manchester for Medical attendance on 
Mrs. Wm. Pettengill, 

For Medical attendance on John Robinson by 
Dr. McMullen, 





41 06 
63 61 
10 58 
115 25 
31 20 
97 34 
4 87 
25 00 
50 00 


4 50 
5 00 





619 82 


448 41 


6. 


COUNTY PAUPERS NOT AT ALMSHOUSE. 


Paid William Anderson for supplies for S. Bancroft, 


Perkins & Colby, 
William Anderson, 
J. Savory, 

W. Colby, 

W. Colby, 

J. M. Usher, 


66 oe 


Perkins & Colby; supplies for J. Everton, 
«J. Clark, 

ce Wael: Martin, 
wy Bicherdeon supplies for W. H. Martin, 


66 6c 


J. Ripley for boarding D, Norris, 
W.S. Campbell medical attendance on J. Clark, 


tin’s child, 


W. J. Campbell med. attend. on J. Clark, 


iad 


ce 


6s 


col Ry 


6é 


15 37 
- 14 65 

(73 (a3 5 715 
5 90 

24 $2 
sie J :. CREE, 7 23 
‘6 6 16 pets 
“ 6J. Everton, 12 44 
6 49 

2 00 

21 31 
6 64 

4 00 

2 00 

18 50 


Ballavoux, 


W. H. Mar- 
4 00 
19 50 





LonpDONDERRY, Feb. 


$186 83 


27th. 1858. 


The undersigned Auditors have examined the accounts of the Select- 
men up to this day and found the same well vouched and correctly cast, 


DAVID GILCREAST, 
ROBERT MACK, 
READ P, CLARK. 


ALMS HOUSE REPORT. 
INVOICE OF STOCK AND PRODUUE, FEB. 26ru, 1858. 


11 tons No. 1 hay, 
33 tons No. 2 hay, 
6 tons No. 3 hay, 


1 horse, 

1 pair oxen, 

3 Cows, 

3 shoats, 

35 bush. corn, 

3  ‘**- wheat, 

4% ‘* oats, 

34 <‘* buckwheat, 
oro. *6 Aabeans, 

50 ** potatoes, 

] ** “ carrots. 

2 <s beets, 

2 ¢ flat turnips, 
12 * ruta baga, 
2 bbls. apples, 


$132 00) 


27 
36 
80 
130 
85 
36 
31 


50 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
50 


5 00) 


2 02 
3°15 
3 00 
30 25 
Bi} 
75 
25/4 
3 60/2 
4 00 


100 heads cabbage, 
200 lbs. ham, 

265 lbs. pork, 

150 lbs. beef, 

68 lbs. lard, 

73 Ibs. butter, 
Flour 

Lot of groceries, 

6 bush. meal, 

32 lbs. candles, 

28 lbs. dried apples, 
11 lbs. dried pumpkin, 
1 bag salt, 

1 peck salt, 

1 fae cranburies, 





fe soap, 
bbls cider, 


4 bbls. vinegar, 


! AUDITORS, 


3 50 
26 00 
34 45 
1l 50 

8 88 
13 14 

25 





$749 49 


T 


TOWN FARM AND ALMS HOUSEIN ACC’T WIFH THE TOWN. 








Dr. 
To Invoice Feb. 27, 1857, $708 29 
paid for supplies, 293 57 
W. J. Campbell, med. att. at Alms House, 6 25 
Aaron P, Hardy, bal. accounts, 20 00 
Superintendent’s salary, 300 00 

$1328 09 

Cr. 
By Invoice Feb. 26, 1858, $749 49 
received of Co. for paupers at Alms House, 344 65 
paid for grafting, 8 00 
building wall, #18. 75 
new horse sled, 4 00 
farming tools, 9 25 
2 cords wood, 6 00 
drawing logs to saw mill, 12 00 
underpinning and draining shed, 4 00 
furniture for house, 2 48 
2 soap barrels, 60 

$1159 22 

Balance, $168 87 


DAVID R. LEACH, Overseers 
MATTHEW HOLMES, of the 
BENJAMIN F. WHOREB, Poor. 


LIQUOR AGENCY. 














Amount of Liquors, Barrels, &c., on hand Feb. 27, 1857, $37 39 
Amount of Cash received, 17 91 
Liquors, Barrels, &e., on h’nd Mar. 1, 1858, 19 39 

37 30 
TOWN OF LONDONDERRY, DR. 
ToJohn Gilchrist’s Note dated Sept. 9, 1853, and 
Interest from March 9, 1855, $238 05 
West Parish Note dated Sept. 1, 1853, Interest 
paid to Sept. 1, 1857, 140 00 
Outstanding Orders, | 1103 61 
$1481 66 
CR. 

By Balance in Treasury, 849 75 
Debt, 631 91 
Town House and Auburn Road Notes, 1619 69 

Amount of Debt, $2251 58 
DAVID R. LEACH, 
MATTHEW HOLMES, Selectmen. 


BENJAMIN F. WHORP, 


REPORT 


OF THE 


SUPERINTENDING SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 


The Superintending School Committee beg leave to present to the cit- 
izens of Londonderry the following as their Annual Report : 

Your attention is first called to the condition of the individual schools. 

District No. 1.—The Summer School was taught by Miss Fannie E. 
Parker, who taught the same the year before. The school was very 
large, numbering on the day of examination 70 scholars, and a large 
part of themsmall. Miss Parker, however, had labored with no small 
degree of patience and determination, and had secured the affections and 
heartiest sympathies of those under her care. As many as sixteen dif- 

" ferent exercises were attended to at the examination, and not one could’ 
be said to be a failure. Two classes combined in Towers’ Elements, a 
class of 16 in Cornell’s Primary Geography and a very large class in 
Emersons’ Arithmetic were exceedingly prompt and accurate. 

Clara Conant, Ella A. Gilcreast, Louisa B. Adams, Sarah A. Conant, 
Agnes J. Thompson, Elisabeth Sanborn, Hannah B. Morse, Sarah 
Wallace, Louisa Dana, Auretta Moor, Sarah Nevirs, Ella EK. Gilcreast, 
Elwyn Gilcreast, John Dana, George Leavitt, Selwyn 8. Conant, were 
neither absent nor tardy. 

The Winter School was in charge of Mr. Samuel Gilcreast. It is 
reported to have been unusually large during the term, even for this dis- 
trict. Ninety scholars attended not less than two weeks. Average at- 
tendance 57, while 392 instances of tardiness and 83 of dismissal are 
recorded in the register. 

The school was. unfortunately interrupted near its close on account 
of sickness in the family of the teacher. It was resumed but again 
closed from the same cause, unexpectedly to the teacher and Committee. 
Consequently no report of its progress can be made. It is presumed 
however, that it was conducted with Mr. G’s usual skill, and met with 
corresponding success. Eugene M. Gilcreast was neither absent or tardy. 

District No. 2.—Summer Term, taught by Miss Harriet S. [olmes, 
who had previously had much experience in teaching, attended with a 
great degree of success. The recitations at the close appeared very 
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fair. Especially was this the case with classes in Reading, Geography, 
and English Grammar. Jane P. Campbell and Lucy M. Boyd were 
neither absent or tardy. 

The Winter School was commenced by Mr. Joseph Dana Bartley, a 
member of Williams College, who left at the end of eight weeks to re- 
sume his studies at the beginning of the College term. The character 
of the school might have been greatly improved, had better order been 
maintained, while under his instruction. Mr. Morris who had just 
closed his achool in No. 4, finished the term. 

It is always a misfortune toa school to have two teachers during a 
term instead of one, and from that cause and the pernicious influences 
of some unruly and shameless boys, this school has suffered much dur- 
ing the past winter. These unfavorable influences were manifest at the 
examination, but the classes appeared much better than might have 
been expected. 


Two different kinds of Geographies have crept into this school with- 
out proper authority, by what means we do not know, making in all 
4 classes where there should be but two. We trust parents and others 
will exert themselves to keep out all books which tend to produce mul- 
tiplicity and confusion in classes. All must concede that uniformity is 
vitally important. There is abundant material here for a school of 
the first class, and parents are called upon to see to it that no perverse 
circumstances be broughe to bear against the truest and fullest devel- 
opement of the mental capacities of their children. 

Helen F. Anderson and George W. Anderson were neither absent or 
tardy. 


The people of this district have recently purchased a very handsome 
building lot near the old house upon which they intend to build a new 
one, when the old house shall have become entirely worn out. 

District No. 3.—The Summer Term was taught by Miss Henrietta 
P. Gage of Pelham. The School was visited once and found to be tol- 
erably prosperous. Miss G. was thought to be an accurate teacher, 
and withal very amiable and dignified in her deportment. If she fail- 
ed in any respect it was where multitudes of new beginners have failed 
before her, in not enforcing proper authority. We see by the Register 
that Ellen M. Barker, Hannah A. Esty, and Christopher N. Holmes 
were neither absent or tardy. 

The Winter School was in charge of Mr. Henry Goodwin, who, as 
well as his predecessor in the Summer, made here his first attempt at 
teaching. Perhaps the reins of government might havebeen more close- 
ly drawn to some advantage, but we believe his labors were faithful and 
highly satisfactory. 
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The classes in Grammer, Geography, and Written Arithmetic, have 
been diligent and appeared well. Less interest was manifested in Col- 
burn’s than might be desired. We suggest that ai/ the scholars study 
this valuable little work for one term at least. Which praise is due to 
the teacher for his strict attention to Reading and Spelling, two im- 
portant branches often neglected. Christopher N, Holmes, Ellen M. 
Barker, and Mary Jane Holmes, were neither absent or tardy. 

Districr No. 4.—The Summer Term was taught by Miss Myra A. 
Caldwell, It was Miss C’s first school, and some fears were entertained 
that she might fail of success: but they proved to be groundless, for 
it is believed that she gave general satisfaction to the people of her 
district. The school was visited three times by a member of the Com- 
mittee, and at each visit the usual indications of a good school were 
apparent. About thirty citizens of the district were present a the ex- 
amination, 


Winter term. Mr. William H. Morris, Teacher. Mr. Morris la- 
bored in this school under some discouragement, but his labors and ex- 
ertions were atteuded with abundant success. He is an able teacher, 
and one who attends to all the varied interests of the school under his 
charge with great industry and fidelity. He gives to each branch of 
study its due importance, neglecting none. During the several visits 
of the Committee the order was perfect, and it was evident that all 
the business of the school was in competent hands. The Prudential 
Committee of the District, Mr. J. M. Averry deserves much credit for 
the manner in which he discharged the duties of his office. Mary 8. 
March, Martha A. March, Adeline M. Greeley, Edwards 0. D idge, 
Napoleon March, and Albert H. March, were neither absent or tardy. 

Districr No. 5.—Summer Term. Miss Nancy J. Wood, teacher. 
At the examidation of this school it was noticed that considerable im- 
provement had been made under the instruction of Miss Wood. Par- 
ticular attention had been paid to the younger scholars, and to those 
least advanced, a class of pupils too much slighted in all our schools, 
The neglected subject of writing suffered in this school the usual fate. 

The Winter School was in charge of Mr. George H. Burns. The 
Committee were obliged to examine this school two weeks before 1ts 
close, in season for the annual report. Nearly one third of the pupils 
were reported by the teacher to be suffering from illness. The school 
might otherwise have appeared better than it did. Some classes how- 
ever had made improvement. It is proper to add that there was not 
that order in the school room that the best interests of the pupils de- 
mand. 


District No. 6—There was but one term of school in this district, 
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taught by Miss Delia Annis during the Autumn and Winter. The 
term was long and attended witha great degree of profit. Few 
schools in town have improved as much in their general character for 
two years past as this one. The change arises we judge, from the 
benefits of a comfortable school house, an increased interest in the dis- 
trict and the faithful efforts of the Prudential Committees in procuring 
good teachers. 

Miss Annis performed her part with much credit. Good order al- 
ways prevailed and the elementary branches received their due share of 
attention. ‘The ‘‘ abbreviations’’ were recited accurately by more than 
half the school, a fact worthy of notice, as little things are so often 
slighted. 


Disrricr No. 7.—Summer term, Miss Emily C. White, teacher. Miss 
White has taught the school in this district three terms—a fact that 
establishes her reputation as an acceptable teacher in the District. The 
voice of the Schoolis much too low. But very few of the pupils 
speak in tones loud enough to be heard across the school room. A lit- 
tle attention to this matter would raise the character of the school. 

The Winter school is now in session under the instruction of Mr. 
Newell Boyce. This is his second winter in the school. He has had a 
quiet, pleasant term, with no more than the average amount of trouble 
incident to the business of teaching school. During the first few weeks 
of the term many absences are reported on account of sickness. 

Disrrict No. 8 —Summer term, Ann J. Crosby, teacher. 

The School was visited twice by the Committee. Nothing was seen 
at either visit to indicate neglect of duty on the part of the teacher. 
She appeared to have the confidence and esteem of all the pupils under 
her charge. 

At the examination a large number of the people of the district were 
present to manifest their interest in the school. 

Frank J. Boyce, George Noyes, George H. Hardy, Leroy Boyce, 
Clara A. Chase, Lovina D. Hovey, Augusta Blodgett, Ruth M. Blodg- 
ett, C. O. Blodgett, Sarah E. Clark, Belinda J. Boyce, and Abby J. 
Noyes were neither absent nor tardy throughout the term. 

The Winter Term was taught by Mr. J. K. Upton. 

The teaching of this school is beset with some difficulties arising 
from a want of proper accommodations. A large school in a small 
and otherwise inconvenient house cannot be expected to make so much 
progress as it would under better arrangements. 

The examination as far as it went was creditable to teacher and 
scholars. i 


We are of opinion that more attention had been paid to writing than 
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in any other District in town. Certain it is that great improvement 
was apparent in this branch. The new system of writing recommend- 
ed by the Committee was adopted by nearly all the pupils of the school. 
Asa result from this, in part, many excellent specimens of Penman- 
ship were exhibited. ; 

If any blame were to attach to Mr. Upton in his management of the 
school, it would perhaps be in not giving the lessadvanced classes their 
proper proportion of his time. Thomas J. Hunter, Joshua W. Hunter, 
Frank J. Boyce, Mariam P. Annis and Rhoda A. Barker, were neither 
absent nor tardy. 

District No. 9.—The summer term was taught by Miss Mary E. 
Parker of Merrimack. It was her first experience, but although she 
governed her school in a quiet way, it was not without that decision 
and system which might be envied by more experienced instructors. 
Her industry in the school-room evinced a desire to do her whole duty. 
Reading had received more than ordinary attention, and the classes in 
Geography and Mental Arithmetic deserve notice for their rapid im- 
provement. Mary Richardson and Walter 8. Wilkins were neither 
absent nor tardy,and the teacher reports Jane Clark, Mary Richardson, 
Mary L. Drew, Almira J. Mears, Augusta M. Whittier, Diantha Col- 
by and Emma E. Manter as not having whispered during the term. 

The Winter School was under the care of Miss Abbie F. Kimball 
of Derry. 

The school was visited by the Committee at the commencement of the 
term, but owing to a storm on the day of examination, no member of 
the Committee was present. We are therefore unable to report the 
state of the school at its close. 

District No. 10.—A part of No. 3, in Derry. Both terms were 
taught by Miss J. C. Mahaffey, who reports one half of all the schol- 

.ars during the Summer term as neither absent nor tardy, viz.: Augusta 
McKenney, Abbie McMurpny, James McGregor and Frank McGregor, 
and during the Winter term, Isaac McGregor and Frank McGregor, be- 
ing two-sevenths of the scholars, exhibited the same punctuality. We 
believe no school in town has come up to this standard in regard to 
regularity of attendance. 


District No. 11.—The Summer Term wag taught by Miss Esther M. 
Goodwin. Although it was her first school she succeeded well, sparing 
no efforts to benefit her pupils. The scholars were mostly small and 
may be said to be less advanced than those of many schools in town, 
but the character of the school in that respect is evidently improving, 

The classes generally acquitted themselves well. A class of two 
boys in Tower’s Elements, attracted the notice of the Committee. Hen- 
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ry ©. Dickey and Frank J. Dooley were neither absent nor tardy; and 
the teacher reports that Nancy A. Wheeler, Ellen J. Chase, Robert S. 
Hall and George N. Goodwin had not whispered during the term. 

The Winter School 1s now in session in charge of Miss Fannie E. 
Parker. 

At the last visit of the Committee, the school passed a formal exam- 
ination, and the same enthusiasm that Miss Parker is accustomed to in- 
fuse into her scholars was manifest here. The classes in Written 
Arithmetic and Cornell’s Primary Geography were deserving of notice, 
while reading had received due attention. ‘The teacher reports about 
one fourth of the whole school as neither absent nor tardy, viz. 

Henry H. Annis, Frank H. Watts, James S. Wheeler, Samuel A. 
Ballou, Benjamin Willey and Nancy A. Wheeler. 


In closing our report of individual schools, it is perhaps, but just to 
say that those believed to be the most advanced in town are in Districts 
No. 4. and No. 8. 

There is sufficient material in several others, if fully developed, to 
bring them up to the same standard. 


GENERAL REMARKS. 


Scnoots. It was a remark of the Commissioner of Common Schools 
in answer to an inquiry after visiting several then in session, that our 
standard of education and the character and qnaulifications our teach- 
ers, 80 far as he could judge, came up to the average of those of other 
towns inthe county. We were glad to hear the remark from so au- 
thentic a source. We are rejoiced to feel that our schools occupy as 
high a position as other schools ; that the general character and ability 
of our terchers will compare favorably with those of other towns around 
us, that our school-houses are, generally speaking, as respectable and 
indicative of civilization as those of our more pretending neighbors. 
These facts are all gratifying. But they are far from convincing us 
that we are already sufficiently advanced in the scale of educational im- 
provement. Let no one flatter himself that because others are allowing 
themselves to be impesed upon by inefficient and worthless teachers, and 
cursed with wretched school-houses, and worse than worthless schools, 
that we are atall excusable for suffering the same. We certainly are 
not. Our responsibility remains thesame. We are not to let our aims 
reach dare/y to the standard of other towns, whose interest in the cause 
is even more deadened and lifeless than our own. But rather let us ask 
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ourselves what our common school system might be, what it ought to be 
and what it was intended to accomplish. If it has already reached the 
pinacle of its usefulness; if it receives the undeviating support of every 
member of community, and has accomplished all the noble designs of its | 
authors, then we may compose ourselves with all deliberation and ‘ let 
well enough alone.’? But we are convinced otherwise, that there is 
much yet to be done. 

Permit us to say, our schools are not what they ought to be. We 
need in many districts better school-houses, more faithful and accom- 
plished teachers, careful and discerning Prudential Committees, and in 
all infinitely more interest and determination on the part of thr commu- 
nity. Then we honestly believe the thirteen or fourteen hundred dol- 
lars now annnally expended would produce double the benefits now re- 
ceived, and would give us schools which might excite the envy of our 
neighbors and the just pride of our own citizens. 

We are confident, however, that there is an increasing interest in the 
right direction. As a pretty significant fact we will state that about 
twice as many visits have been made to the various schools by parents 
and others interested, during the past year than in any year previous. 

Text Booxs. It is believed that our schools are quite as well supplied 

=with suitable books as ever before. We have heard of few exceptions. 
Teachers sometimes experience a difficulty in the fact that scholars often 
procure for their use books, especially in reading, a grade in advance of 
what their attainments will warrant. We suggest that parents defer 
purchasing new books until the classes are formed by the teachors. after 
which no time should be lost in procuring those of just the right kind. 

Writine. No branch of a common education has been so long and 
so persistently neglected in the schools in town as the very important 
one of writing. Until last autumn no system had ever been adoptod. 
The consequence was that the pupils in our schools had been supplied — 
with every kind of writing books that booksellers or pedlars could in- 
vent. Even these have often been discarded by parents for a sheet or 
two of cheap paper, pinned into a newspaper foracover. A still worse — 
evil than this has existed. In all our schools there has been a constant 
change of teachers, each successive teacher ‘‘ setting copies,’’ of course, 
in a diffent hand from the one that preceded him. As a result of this, 
if a pupil ‘follows copy,’’ he must change his hand twice a year, This 
confuses him and throws him off his true course, as the doublings of the 
hare throws the hound from his trail. To this may be added the fact — 
that but few of our teachers are equal to the task of writing a copy 
that would be safe for the pupil to follow. 


Under these circumstances the committee have attempted a reform the 
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past season, by introducing into the schools the system of writing known 
as ‘* Payson, Dunton and Scribner’s.’? Very marked benefits have re- 
sulted during the past Winter, to pupils who have used the new books, 
and it is earnestly recommended to parents that they assist in making 
the change from the old to the new complete. 

Tracuers. Many of our teachers have been well qualified to meet 
their responsibilities; others have not. Among some minor faults bad 
spelling was prominent. We are confident that not more than half of: 
all that have been examined in that branch were able to spell readily 
and correctly a dozen or more simple words proposed to them by the - 
Committee. Such have invariably mangled proper names in their regis- - 
ters, and otherwise shown an inexcusable ignorance of orthography. In 
fact a few have been barely able to pass an examination in the branches 
to be taught... While others decently qualified in that respect were 
largely deficient in some others, not coming under the inspection of the 
Superintending Committee. And this leads us to speak of the duties of 
Prudential Committees more particularly in relation to employing teach- 
ers. 


Like all other men, after making all suitable inquiries and the most 
persistent efforts to obtain good teachers, they are liable to meet with 
disappointment. Of such, we hayeno words of complaint. It requires 
little effort to employ the first applicant who may make himself known 
whither fit or totally unfit, provided he works cheap enough, and then 
turn him over to the tender mercies of the Superintending Committee 
for approbation or rejection. 1f they approve all is well, if otherwise, 
anathemas fall thick and fast on their devoted heads. But to exercise 
a fair judgement, make proper inquiries and exertions with a view to 
obtain the best teacher is a task that is too often left undone. No Come 
mittee should listen to an application from any one who has _ previously 
attempted, in town or elsewhere, to teach and made an utter, palpable, 
notorious failure on account of his own want of skill, energy and ef- 
ficiency ; nor one who is not exemplary in his habits: and manners ; or 
who is not in possession of an unquestionable moral character. ‘To do 
so is no less than a great and lasting wrong to the children of the dis- 
trict, an insult to the parents and tax-payers, and a woful prostitution 
of the jast powers of the Committee. , 

Morats anpD Manners. Much has been said by former Committees 
on the moral habits of scholars, and yet our schools are far from being 
models of morality. How often do we hear at the very door of the 
school-house exprressions of profanity that might shock the ears of a 
pirate or an emissary of the pit? How often the coarse vulgarity and 
disgustingly obscene conversation that seems to polute and poison the 
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very atmosphere around them ; and all this often in the presence of del- 
icate females whose sense of refinement, instead of being stifled by these 
debasing influences, should be elevated and encouraged by every means 
that parents or teachers can invent. — How often, too, are our eyes met 
by the unwelcome sight of these same boys engaged in some petty quar- 
re] producing angry fits of temper, or possibly resulting in bruised and 
bloody limbs. Parents are not often aware of the extent to which these 
vicious indulgencies are carried in and about the school-room, and even 
teachers are not unfrequently kept in ignorance of the true state of 
things, by a false sense of honor existing amongst the more decent and 
respectful portion of the school. ~~ 

The long train of evils arising from such habits, we will not attempt 
to portray. Their influences do not end with the school-days of the 
pupil. They reach far into the future, affecting the character of the 
man or the woman, and scattering their baleful influences broad cast 
over society. “ 

Teachers, you who assume to some extent to mould the characters of 
the rising generation, if you would develop the highest and truest end 
of your mission, look well to this branch of your duty. Cultivate 
courtesy, affability and kindness in every act of life. Let your precepts 
be pure and faultless, and above all, let your example be such a8 may 
be followed with safety by all under your care. 

Parents, who regard the common school as an institution devised and 
established for the highest good of your children, do not let it become 
a certain meaus of their ruzn, a sink of the deepest pollution, and a 
hot-bed of every vicious practice. Watch anxiously and carefully the 

conduct of your own children, and let your exertions ever be untiring in 
building up the moral character of our schools in connection with the 
mental und intellectual. 


JOHN DICKEY, Superintending 
R. C. MACK, School 
J. W. GREELEY, Committee. 


Londonderry, March, 1858. 
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* No atatiatioal btuioe fom the ‘Shivibr ‘School, in District 
No. 4. 


Income from Literary Fund applied to schools $200 00 
Interest Surplus Revenue 100 00 
Money from Direct Tax, ‘" is 1006 00 





Whole amonnt of School Money, $1306 00 


Fish & a itiarns Bookstore 


BOOK BINDERY, 


BLANK BOOK & PAPER BOX MANUFACTORY 


4 Methodist Church Block, eas N.H. 


THE CITIZENS OF . 
LONDONDERRY, NEW HAMPSHIRE 
Are respectfully invited to call at the Old Stand, known to all as 
EIsk’sSs BOoBR STORE, 


Where they will find the largest and best Stock in the State, of 


BOOKS, STATIONERY, FANCY GOODS, PERIODICALS, 
PAPER HANGINGS, 


BORDERS, WINDOW SHADES. &C., 


We have the largest and best stocked Establishment in New Hamp- 
shire, keep constantly employed a large number of workmen iu the 


manufacture of 


BLANK BOOKS, PAPER BOXES, 


aud many different kinds of articles, 


i> REMEMBER THE OLD STAND, Fs 


No. 4 Methodist Church Block, 


MANCHESTER, IN. E21. 
FISK & STEARNS. © 


WILLIAM H, FISK. CHAS, H, STEARNS. 


